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unreasoning conservatism which all the world over exerts so
much influence upon religion. There is even a precedent for
reconciliation which might claim very special authority. To
quote the naively unconscious language of the Gazetteer :

In Persia the error remained uncorrected till about A.D. 1075. Jalal-
ud-din Malik Shah (A.D. 1074-92), king of Persia, ordered that a day
should be added to the year whenever it was necessary in order to
make the new year fall on the day the sun passed the same point of
the ecliptic. He appointed Umar Cheyam, an astronomer, to make
a calendar. The corrected year is called the Mahkahahi year, and
this is still the Persian revenue year.

It is a curious coincidence that names so famous as those of
Omar Khayyam and Julius Caesar should be connected in
East and West respectively with the assimilation of the
calendar to the sun.

At the head of the Zoroastrian priesthood stand the Dasturs
or high priests.1 They may be recognized by the beautiful
stoles 2 which hang to the feet over their priestly white robes.
Their office is normally hereditary, passing to the eldest son.
Dr M. N. Dhalla, the learned Dastur of Karachi, is an excep-
tion to this lule In Bombay there are two Dasturs of the
Shenshahi sect, and one of the Kadmi. The duplication is
the perpetuation of accidental conditions of the past, connected
with the comparatively recent influx of the mofussil Parsis
into Bombay, Indeed, the Kadmis have really two lines of
high priesthood ; but about twenty years ago the representa-
tive of one line was deposed on the ground of a breach of law
for celebrating a marriage between parties precluded by
consanguinity, of which he declared he was unaware. The
vacancy was filled some fifteen years later by the choice of
a respected Mobed of good position. But meanwhile the

1 N, P. dastawar\ Gathic dastvd' dogma;. The position of Jthe Dastur
answers fairly to that implied by the Avestan term ZaraBustrotsmo^ a
superlative adjective formed from the Prophet's name. See p. 198.

* Stole is used to show how it is usually worn. But this shawl is some-
times carried on the arm. It is sometimes complimentary, not official:
I was myself ceremonially invested with one in Karachi.